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of 1800, Marshall remained amidst the steaming swamps and forests where the "Federal City" was yet to be built.1 Not till October did he leave his post, and then but briefly and on urgent private business.2
The work of the State Department during this period was not onerous- Marshall's chief occupation at the Capital, it would appear, was to act as the practical head of the Government; and even his political enemies admitted that he did this well. Jefferson's most partial biographer says that "under the firm and steady lead [of Marshall and Dexter] . . . the Government soon acquired an order, system, and character which it never had before possessed." 3 Still, enough routine business came to his desk to give the new Secretary of State something to do in his own department.
Office-seeking, which had so annoyed Washington, still vexed Adams, although but few of these hornets5 nests remained for him to deal with. "Your knowledge of persons, characters, and circumstances," wrote the President to Marshall concerning the applications for the office of United States Marshal for Maryland, "are so much better than mine, and my confidence in your judgment and
1  Washington at this time was forest, swamp, and morass, with only an occasional and incommodious house.   Georgetown contained the only comfortable residences. For a description of Washington at this period, see chap, i, vol. nr, of this work.
2  Marshall to Adams, Sept. 17, 1800; Adams MSS. This trip was to argue the case of Mayo w. Bentley(4 Call, 528), before the Court of Appeals of Virginia.    (See supra, chap, vi.)
3  Randall, ii, 547. Although Randall includes Dexter, this tribute is really to Marshall who was the one dominating character in Adams's reconstructed Cabinet.